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force.* The Eussian regular cavalry had the great advan-
tage over their enemies of being mounted on horses, " match-
less," says Sir R Wilson, " for an union of size, strength,
activity, and hardiness; whilst formed with the bulk of the
British cart horse, they have so much blood as never to be
coarse, and withal are so supple as naturally to adapt them-
selves to the manege, and receive the highest degree of
dressing/'

When tlie Guard cavalry proceeded from St. Petersburg
to the front, the 700 miles was accomplished, as far as
Eiga, at the rate of 50 miles a day, the men riding in
waggons. For the remainder of the journey the horses were
ridden 35 miles a day. Yet they reached their destination
in the finest condition. The hardships which the Eussian
cavalry underwent, in a snow-covered country, were beyond
bounds. Forage, save the old thatch stripped from the roofs,
was unprocurable, and shelter, of course, was unknown.

As a horseman, the Eussian regular cavalryman had no
experience, except in the schools. He was not born to the
use of horses, and he had to learn both how to ride and how
to care for them. Yet the Eussian cavalry distinguished
itself throughout the campaign and was often victorious
over the French with all its training. They had no great
cavalry leader, no one who knew when to use them to the
greatest advantage,!

If good horses were a great advantage to the cavalry,
they were still more so to the artillery, which had to drag its

* Jomim puts into Napoleon's mouth these words, "I saw at Tilsit a
regiment of Russian guards; and I have not forgotten the sensation which I
felt at its appearance. Many only saw in it a disagreeable stiffness. I have
never loved armies of automatons, I required soldiers of intelligence; however,
I was surprised at the precision and assurance of this infantry. I understood
that an army so well disciplined and of such extraordinary firmness, would be
the first in the world if, to these qualities, it united a little of the electric
enthusiasm of the French." The words were, perhaps, not used by Napoleon
himself, but the criticism, as that of Jonuni, is valuable.

t The cavalry, which had been very inferior under Suvarow, had been
vastly improved since his time (Jbmim, Vie de Napokon, li. 336, note).